Youth Perspectives on Transition
Heather Lee Gross and another young woman from Harlan:

1) Lived in Harlan since 2006 Community Art Projects

a. Music on courthouse lawn at lunch

2) Higher Ground 2011

a. Issues that the Community is struggling with

b. Use local actors

c. Southeast Community and Tech college

3) Work study student

a. Tile mosaic in different communities

b. Next one is going to be in the Harlan courthouse

c. Student Arts Festival Crawdad

i. Let people come and sell their art for free

ii. Music

iii. Free to public

iv. Started because there was nothing to do in Cumberland

v. No place for local experiment artists

vi. Safe free zone, don’t have to worry about drugs

4) This all helps build leadership skills in young people involved
Ethan Hamblin: Raised in Perry County: Youth Engagement

· Went to Buckhorn Community School and then to Berea. Both very community oriented schools

· Berea College Bonner Schollars Program

· Worked with EKY Foundation in Perry County for summer service

· Worked to start a Youth Leadership philanthropy program 
· High School students

· Leadership Dev.

· Community Service

· Non-Profit Engagement, youth members on every non-profit in Perry Co.

· Created an Endowment Fund

· Grant Funding, they give out grants, $2,000

· Did a needs assessment

· Why it’s important to engage young people in philanthropy

· Time, Talent and Treasure

· Making people invest in a place they love

· We have to invest in young people and they have to invest in themselves and the area.

· STAY – Stay Together Appalachian Youth

· What are the issues and needs of young people in the region

· Youth of Color and LGBT 

· Appalachian Merchant Leader Program 

· Job Connecting

· We have to look at youth investment

Kelly Haywood and daughter: Self Employed

· Radical Homemaking

· One Parent needed to be at home

· Writing, Birth Advocacy

· Write a lot about Childbirth and parenting, www.ekyhp.org, www.birthtrue.com, www.improvingbirth.com
· We home school, this is a growing community

· Some are home Schooling for reasons beyond religion

· Our Vision doesn’t always co-inside with the larger community’s vision.

· Not always an easy road but it works for us.

Tom Sexton: Guy who was Elected to City Council in Whitesburg

· Worked for Clinton Foundation in AR

· Even in a race as small as that there is dirty stuff that goes on.

· Had a vision for transforming Whitesburg into a model for renewable energy in EKY

· In campaigning you were asked about being a friend of coal

· Been talking with mayor about what are the smallest things we can do to make the biggest change.

· We can invest in solar panels that cost once what it costs to light up downtown for a year and then we can light down-town for ever. 

Discussion:

1) You mentioned that your vision may not be in line with the community vision, can you say where some of those breakdowns are?

a. Disempowerment is really hurting our community. Kids from my community are either dead, on drugs or they have left. The only ideas people seem to have is to make this area look like Lexington, target etc.. I’m more interested in how we can learn from how our ancestors lived and how we can use the modern advantages to build on these talents. Broadband internet etc.. Concerned about the lifestyle we are trying to maintain. 

b. There is a disconnect between younger generation and older generations. There is a belief that we need to become like other places and not build on the assets we have.

c. Extra curriculars at high schools are sports not art. It wasn’t until SECTC that she learned that art is important and that she realized how important are was to her. Without these things connected to art and SECTC I would feels very isolated. I feel bad but if there is something for 6.50 at Walmart and 10 in Cumberland, I don’t have a lot of money and I feel like I have to go to Walmart. I understand the implications but I have a 5 yr old daughter and I have to provide for her. 

2) Echo the idea that there is nothing but sports available for students in school. You’re judged by whether or not you take part in sports. Teachers allow the students to skate by and not focus on an education and the boys just say that’s ok because they’re just going to go work on the mines. We really need to push all students toward education. 

a. A lot of that feels like it stems from hopelessness and drugs. Terrified about where she is going to send her daughter to kinder garden. I’m just a work study student at SECTC and that’s all I am. 

3) Seems like we are at a time where coal is declining and coal severance tax is declining and this is opening up conversations that have never happened here before.

a. Advocate for permanent fund

b. Worry that it’s too late to start that. Coal is already on the way out. What if we attached it to not just coal but to natural gas and timber etc…

4) How do we capturing the next transfer of wealth that is getting ready to take place in EKY?
