Some of your rights as a neighbor to a mine

1. To Have a Pre-blast Survey

2. To File a Complaint 

· If you think the mine is violating the law or damaging your property, an inspector will investigate. 

· Write a letter to the WVA (state) and OSM (federal). You can call the Division of Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (DMRE) instead, but you have to write a complaint to OSM and it’s a good idea to write to DMRE as well. You don’t have to give your name.
· Be as specific as possible in your letter. Make sure you use the permit number. Also, try and use words they use to identify what kind of problem you have. 
What happens next:

It is OSM’s job to make sure the state is responding to your complaint. OSM files a 10 day notice (TDN) with DMRE. This means, the state has 10 days to resolve this complaint. But the state gets lots and lots and lots (and lots) of extensions. 

You’ll get a letter from DMRE acknowledging your letter, resolving the complaint or saying we need more information or that the technical people will be helping. Usually, after that they will come out and inspect or ask you for more information. 

3. To Inspect the Mine

You can ask for an inspection of the mine site when you write in a complaint. You can go on the inspection, too. Make sure you include in your letter:

· Every area you want to inspect.

· Everyone you want to be with you on the inspection

· Every problem you want looked at

Inspection Tips

· Don’t go alone.

· Wear sturdy shoes, steel toed if possible, and a hardhat if you have one. 

· Bring your drivers license

· Tape record the inspection

4. To Look at Blasting Records and Inspect the Permit

· This permit is in Middlesboro. It has maps of the mine, blasting plans, any letters sent between the state and the company, and any non-confidential complaints.
· The company holds the records for all of the blasts they shot off. You request them through the Department of Surface Mining. You can only look at them in the presence of coal company lawyers. 

5.  To Get a Seismograph placed at your house

· You can request a seismograph form the state, which will monitor ground vibration. 

Who to Write and Call:

Kentucky Department of Mining Reclamation and Enforcement

No. 2 Hudson Hollow

Frankfort, KY 40601

502-564-2340
Middlesboro (for complaints) 606-248-6166

Federal Office of Surface Mining
USDI

PO Box 1048

London, KY 40741

606-878-6440
What the Law Says:

Subsection 515(b)(15)(C) of the federal Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act requires companies to:

[L]imit the type of explosives and detonating equipment, the size, the timing and frequency of blasts based upon the physical conditions of the site so as to prevent (i) injury to persons, (ii) damage to public and private property outside the permit area, (iii) adverse impacts on any underground mine, and (iv) change in the course, channel, or availability of ground or surface water outside the permit area.

For more information contact 

Kevin Pentz 

Kentuckians For The Commonwealth 

128 Broadway Ave. 

Richmond, KY 40475

859-624-9782

kpentz131@earthlink.net

