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April 7, 2011

Governor Steve Beshear








700 Capitol Avenue, Suite 100

Frankfort, KY 40601

Dear Governor Beshear,

On behalf of more than 7,300 members of Kentuckians For The Commonwealth, I am pleased to welcome you on a visit to several eastern Kentucky communities. I hope our time together will be constructive and informative and result in meaningful, positive actions going forward.

The people you will meet today are proud to call eastern Kentucky home. We are the daughters and sons of hard-working, resourceful Appalachian families from whom we learned faith, courage, conviction, and a deep sense of connection to this place on earth. We respect the sacrifice and honor the labor of our coal miners. And we believe that right now, today, eastern Kentucky has a real opportunity to create good new jobs for our coal workers and communities. But to build a better future, we must finally stop the poisoning of our water and destruction of our land caused by mountaintop removal mining. 

Your administration has a key role to play in helping eastern Kentucky begin the transition to a healthier, more prosperous economy. We need you as governor to speak honestly and publicly about the fact that surface mining causes widespread and permanent harm. We need you to acknowledge the hard reality that coal jobs and reserves are declining rapidly in Central Appalachia. And we need your leadership to tone down heated rhetoric, fully enforce existing laws, and bring people together around sustainable, long-term solutions. 
We had planned a full day for you to meet with local residents about our hopes and vision for our communities, as well as to witness first hand the destruction caused by mountaintop removal and valley fills. We regret that your time constraints won’t allow for important elements of that tour to take place. Nevertheless, we hope today is a positive step in opening up a dialogue with your administration about these critical issues. 

We do not intend to spend time on this day staking out our respective and well-established positions. Rather, this is a time to for you to learn and ask questions about the challenges our communities face. It should also be an opportunity for all of us to share perspectives about what it will take to ensure a better future for our region. Then this afternoon we will invite your reflections and ask you for a few essential commitments. Specifically, we want to know: 

· Will you declare your support for designating key areas around Benham and Lynch as “Lands Unsuitable for Mining” and direct your Energy and Environment Cabinet to revisit and reverse their recent ruling on this matter? 
· Will you instruct the Kentucky Division of Mine Permits and Kentucky Division of Water to deny mining and water discharge permits that threaten the water supply, quality of life, and economic development assets in the communities of Benham and Lynch?

· Will you encourage the Kentucky Department for Local Government to support an application from the City of Lynch for an Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant that would provide seed money for retrofitting public buildings and exploring the development of local renewable resources? (This grant was submitted more than one year ago.)

· Will you direct the Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet to withdraw from the lawsuit it joined last October, in which your administration joined with the National Mining Association against the EPA’s efforts to protect our health and water quality?
· Will you direct the Kentucky Division of Water to stop using a rubber-stamp process (known as the 402 general coal mining permit) which allows companies to pollute our water with minimal restrictions and without public input about site-specific health and environmental impacts?
· Will you meet with KFTC members and top state officials before the end of May to discuss in detail additional actions that could be taken to support an economic transition in the mountains and better protect our health and communities?

Once again, we extend our gratitude to you and your staff for this opportunity to share our hopes and concerns and to ask for your help. We look forward to a lively dialogue throughout this day and over the coming months. 

Sincerely,

Rick Handshoe

At-Large Member of KFTC’s Executive Committee 

A summary of actions members of KFTC are asking Governor Beshear to take 

to begin an economic transition in eastern Kentucky and protect our land, water and people
Support an economic transition to create good, new jobs for our miners and mountain communities.

· Foster a sincere, public discussion about the opportunity we have to begin an economic transition for coal workers and communities.
· Support significant new investments in job creation in the mountains, especially in the areas of land and forest restoration, energy efficiency, and renewable energy development.

· Vigorously support the Clean Energy Opportunity Act (In 2011 this was HB 239.)

· Invest in plans proposed by the city of Lynch and other eastern Kentucky communities to retrofit public buildings, help local residents and businesses save money by saving energy, and develop community-scale renewable energy projects.
Stop the destruction of our land, water and people by fully enforcing existing laws designed to protect our health and communities from destructive mining.
· Direct the Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet to withdraw from the lawsuit it joined last October, in which your administration sided with the coal industry against the EPA’s efforts to protect our health and water quality.
· Direct the Kentucky Division of Water to stop using a rubber-stamp process (known as the 402 general coal mining permit) which allows companies to pollute our water with minimal restrictions and without public input about site-specific health and environmental impacts?

· Publicly support efforts by city leaders and residents of Lynch, Kentucky to prevent proposed mining that threatens their water supply, cultural heritage, economic development investments, and ecological systems. 
· Support proposed federal mine-safety rules that are aimed at eliminating black lung disease and allowing essential enforcement actions to be taken in deep mines that demonstrate a pattern of violations.
Speak honestly and publicly about the real challenges faced by our mountain communities, namely:
· Call for an end to extreme and violent speech aimed at citizens who are working to protect Kentucky's land, air and water. 
· Acknowledge that surface mining causes unacceptable and widespread harm to our land, water and people; 
· Acknowledge that coal jobs and reserves have entered a period of rapid decline in eastern Kentucky, in large part due to market forces, business trends, and finite resources; 
· Make it clear that it is going to take all of us working together to protect our land, water, and health and transition to a new economy and clean energy future.
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