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August 10th, 2010
Kentuckians For The Commonwealth is a statewide, grassroots, membership-lead, social justice organization.  We have nearly 7,000 members from Paducah to Pikeville, with the majority of our them located in Louisville, Lexington and across the Mountains of Eastern Kentucky, with emerging Chapters in such communities as Bowling Green and Northern Kentucky.
KFTC is a non-partisan organization and does not endorse or oppose candidates. Our efforts are focused on registering new voters, encouraging occasional voters to become active participants in our democracy, and providing all voters with information about where candidates stand on a wide range of issues. We believe that our democracy is best served when there is an active, open, public discussion of critical issues affecting the future of our state.   

On behalf of our membership, enclosed is a Candidate Survey which is being sent to each of the Kentucky candidates for US Senate and US House.  This survey provides a good opportunity for you to share your views and qualifications with a large number of Kentucky voters.

We will be sharing your responses to this candidate survey with our members, allies, and the public at-large in a number of ways prior to the November 2nd Election.  We will:

· Post the survey responses on our website, www.KentuckyElection.org.

· Mail 50,000 copies of a Voter Guide by mail to our members, allies, voters we’ve registered, etc. that will include your survey responses.

· Direct people to survey responses through other outreach methods including extensive phone banks of 50,000 contacts in our database, radio public service announcements, community events, Facebook, email, and more.

We request that you respond to each question with 200 words or less. Your response will be printed exactly as written without bias or commentary.  We reserve the right to print the first 15 words of your response in a table for quick comparison to other candidates as well.  
Completed surveys must be received by Wednesday, September 1st.  Please email your survey responses to Dave@KFTC.org or mail them to 250 Plaza Dr, Lexington, KY 40503.  We prefer to receive responses by email to cut down on the time it takes to re-type the responses.  Please include a web link to a preferred picture to use in our Voter Guide where possible.
I wish you well in the busy months ahead and look forward to receiving your answers.  If you have any questions, please direct them to Dave Newton at (859) 420-8919.







Sincerely,







Dave Newton

Lead Voter Empowerment Organizer
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www.KFTC.org
Kentuckians For The Commonwealth Candidate Survey

1. Over the past few years, mountaintop removal coal mining and the related valley fills has become a widely debated public issue. What is your position on removing the tops of ridge-lines and mountains, then filling valleys with rock and dirt from coal mining? Should more be done to protect Kentucky’s streams from mining impacts? What policies would you propose or support?

2. Currently, over 92% of Kentucky’s electricity comes from burning coal. Kentucky’s reliance on coal-fired power contributes to some of the lowest electric rates in the nation. However, Kentucky ranks near the top in the nation in carbon dioxide pollution per person (a major cause of global climate change) and in deaths related to pollution from coal-fired power plants. What is your vision for America’s and Kentucky’s energy future? What energy policies would you support or propose?

3.  Basic health care is slipping out of reach for many Kentuckians.  About 570,000 Kentucky residents are among the 46 million Americans who lack even the most basic health care coverage, and many more have only the most minimal health care coverage.  Proposed solutions to this crisis include such ideas as the creation of single-payer health care or combinations of government health care plans and private insurance plans to increase coverage.  Others think that less government regulation is the answer and believe fewer regulations will make health care more affordable.  Where do you stand on this important issue and what would you do to improve the situation?

4.  Poverty is increasing. According to the figures from the 2005 census, the percentage of poor Americans who are living in severe poverty has reached a 32-year high, millions of working Americans are falling closer to the poverty line, and the gulf between the nation's "haves" and "have-nots" continues to widen.  Here in Kentucky, about 17% of Kentuckians are living in poverty, significantly higher than the national average.  And between 2000 and 2005, Kentucky's deep poverty rate increased 26%.  What policies will you support to help low income Americans?

5.  Kentucky is one of the two most difficult states for former felons to apply and receive their voting rights back. Over 186,000 Kentuckians have lost their right to vote because of our disenfranchisement laws, as have 5 million people across the nation. Many Kentuckians argue the right to vote should be restored when a person has paid his or her debt to society. Opponents argue that losing the right to vote is an appropriate punishment for people who commit felonies. What is your position on the issue of restoring voting rights for felons?

6.  Undocumented immigrants are a growing part of Kentucky’s workforce, culture, and communities as they are for many states across the US.  This has caused friction in many areas.  Some Kentuckians think that undocumented workers are problematic because they take jobs and government services needed by citizens.  Other Kentuckians say that immigrant communities make substantial positive contributions to our state and that their needs are just as important as citizens’ needs – and furthermore our economy couldn’t function without them.  What is your stance on immigration and undocumented workers?







